
 
 

 
LANDUS Media Contact:  
Mary Bendickson 
Mary.bendickson@landus.ag 
 

DEFENSEWERX Media Contact: 
Teresa Barber 

media@defensewerx.org 

 
 

 

  

LANDWERX LAUNCHES TO DRIVE AG INNOVATION 
FOR FARMERS 

 
DEFENSEWERX, Landus partnership will advance U.S. food security efforts through 

first-of-its-kind innovation hub focused on addressing farmer needs 
 

 
Des Moines, Iowa – Farmers throughout Iowa and the greater Midwest will soon have access to a new approach 
to ag innovation designed not only to put farmers at the center and deliver in-demand solutions directly to 
operators themselves but also to further ensure the nation’s food and national security. 
 
DEFENSEWERX, the world’s largest innovation ecosystem intermediary serving the nation’s leading national 
security, defense and intelligence communities, and Landus, the agricultural cooperative transforming the 
economic and societal value placed on farms among the food value chain, proudly announce the launch of 
LANDWERX, a first-of-its kind agriculture innovation hub and the latest addition to the DEFENSEWERX 
network. 
 
“Food security is national security,” said Landus president and CEO, Matt Carstens. “When you understand that, 
it becomes clear the critical role our farmers play, not just within the ag industry, but within society at large. This 
partnership with DEFENSEWERX can help put an exclamation point on just how important it is to the country, 
and especially our rural communities, that we keep farmers front-and-center when it comes to food security and 
innovation. Farmers are some of our country’s best and most practical problem-solvers.”  
 
Since 2012, DEFENSEWERX has been trusted to deliver its proven impact-focused processes and help partners 
leverage the most expansive innovator network curated for national security, defense, and intelligence. The 
firm’s government partners have developed or accessed countless innovative solutions addressing the most 
pressing issues facing soldiers and front-line operators in organizations such as US Special Operations Forces, 
the Department of Homeland Security, and the Central Intelligence Agency, among others. Landus, Iowa’s 
largest farmer-owned cooperative, now becomes its first non-government innovation hub partner. 
The LANDWERX innovation hub, based out of the Landus Innovation Connector in Des Moines, will open new 
doors to civilian innovation, granting farmers unprecedented access to problem solvers and solutions within the 
DEFENSEWERX ecosystem, and bringing together nontraditional collaborators to more rapidly address the 
biggest on-farm challenges, including everything from finding new, autonomous ways to address labor shortages 
to improving equipment and infrastructure deficiencies.  
 
“This is a proud day for Landus and our farmers as we incorporate ag operators and our rural communities into 
the DEFENSEWERX ecosystem of mission-driven and operator-focused innovation hubs,” Carstens said. “This 
partnership formed through a shared passion for uplifting the American farmer and advancing food security 
forward with farmers always at the center. It is an absolute privilege to participate in the leading innovation 
ecosystem DEFENSEWERX has created, and our teams are eager to get to work together to solve ag’s biggest 
challenges.” 



 
In addition to helping farmers address day-to-day needs, LANDWERX brings access to robust funding 
opportunities earmarked to advance rural vitality initiatives, addressing a wide variety of rural and farmer-voiced 
concerns, industry shortfalls, sustainability and more. 
 
Brad Chedister, chief technology and innovation officer of DEFENSEWERX, will serve LANDWERX as principal 
innovation advisor, bringing almost 20 years of military engineering, research, and technical expertise to the 
logistical center of food and fuel production in the United States.  
 
“We are convinced that the unique mission of LANDWERX will bring enduring innovative solutions to our crucial 
agricultural community members,” remarked Brian Liesveld, DEFENSEWERX CEO. “We are honored to launch 
LANDWERX, in partnership with Landus Cooperative, as a member of the DEFENSEWERX family of innovation 
hubs. We view food security as one of the most critical aspects of national security. LANDWERX is a key 
component to the DEFENSEWERX mission to advance novel solutions and concepts in support of U.S. security, 
defense, and intelligence.” 
 
More information about LANDWERX and how to connect with the innovation ecosystem can be found at 
landwerx.org.  
 
About DEFENSEWERX 
DEFENSEWERX, Inc. is a 501(c)(3) recognized as a neutral facilitator and trusted partner for customers across 
U.S. defense, security, and intelligence. The organization is known for connecting an international network of 
individuals, businesses, academia, non- government organizations, and public agencies to enable creative 
problem-solving and innovative solutions. 
  
DEFENSEWERX is dedicated to expanding the capabilities and strategic supremacy of today’s operational end 
users and reducing the barriers for small business and non-traditional innovators to address challenges facing 
U.S. military / federal government partners and our Nation’s infrastructure key providers.  
 
The organization manages innovation hubs throughout the U.S. including SOFWERX, Doolittle Institute, 
ERDCWERX, MGMWERX, Cyber Fusion Innovation Center, DHS Pilot Innovation Hub, Nautilus, NPSWERX, 
and ICWERX. 
 
 
About LANDUS 
As a farmer-owned cooperative headquartered in Iowa, Landus elevates and uplifts thousands of farmers in 
communities throughout rural America. By activating the power of data to connect key contributors across the 
ag supply chain, we’re helping farmers build sustainable and profitable businesses and activating a more secure 
food and fuel future for farmers and consumers alike. 
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